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Examples of changes over time
Street Name Changes
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• Street Segments

• Address Points

• Boundaries



Official
Name
Change

• Not all departments in 
the city are even aware 
of a name change. The 
Shaker Streets 
Department told me the 
name had not been 
changed.









Noble/Beverly 1898



1922 Hopkins
Not many 
address listed 
yet

Monticello & 
Euclid Hts
Blvd Added



1941 Hopkins Atlas

Monticello extends 
east and west 
replacing Beverly and 
Euclid Hts Blvd sections



1941 Hopkins 
Atlas shows 
addresses



1951 Aerial



1971

1977

Criss-Cross Directories by 
address begun in 1929 for 
the Cleveland area



Creating Tables by 
address

Linking Historic Addresses to LBRS address

Looking at Business Type over time

Dealing with buildings that are torn down and 
replaced. Sometimes with a new address, 
sometimes using one of the old addresses

Identifying address point information and locations for buildings that no longer exist



PhillyHistory.org – Azavea Sajara

• historic street address geocoder





For the PhillyHistory project, we created the Philadelphia Historic Streets Index to track 
changes in street names from 1858 to the present. It’s a good first step for Philly, but we need 
a system that’s both more refined at identifying particular street segments and broad enough 
to apply to other cities. We recently won aNational Science Foundation Small Business 
Innovation Research (SBIR) Grant to explore the creation of a historic street and address 
database plus a temporal geocoder.

http://www.phillyhistory.org/historicstreets/
http://www.nsf.gov/eng/iip/sbir/


The prototype will leverage the crowdsourcing approach that 
has been so successful for projects like OpenStreetMap to 
connect historic geographic materials with contemporary places. 
We are collaborating with a group at New York Public Library 
and the OpenStreetMap project also has a related effort. 
Approaching this issue from several different angles will 
hopefully result in a breakthrough that makes the mapping of 
historic locations much more efficient for cultural institutions 
that might not have as much experience with geographic 
software.

http://www.openstreetmap.org/


We used GeoTrellis when we worked 
with the Digital Scholarship Lab at the 
University of Richmond to create 
the Visualizing Emancipation website, 
which enables users to explore various 
events in the emancipation process 
during the Civil War. With a click of a 
button, users can create heat maps, view 
spatial data animations, and search and 
display layers of data related to the 
legality of slavery, Union Army troop 
locations, railroads, and emancipation 
events. It’s all generated on the fly, and it 
would have been extremely difficult to 
do five years ago.

http://dsl.richmond.edu/emancipation/

http://dsl.richmond.edu/
http://dsl.richmond.edu/emancipation/
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Heat_map&oldid=543061565

